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Gender and Violence—What'’s the Issue?

Often it 1s argued that men are more reluctant to report violence from a female partner due
to embarrassment or feeling as though they won’t be believed — what was established in 2005
by the Personal Safety Survey was that non reporting of domestic violence was high for both
genders with 75.9% of men not telling the police if they have been physically assaulted by a
current partner and 83% of women not telling the police if they are physically assaulted by a
current partner.® Violence against women results in more injury than against men and
nearly 75% of women’s violence against men is self-defence.” Women’s violence against men
1s beyond the scope of this article but is a subject to be examined in future newsletters.

In fact, what we know from research is that 89% of men are physically assaulted by other
men and in around two-thirds of those cases the perpetrator was a stranger.8 In contrast
31% of women were physically assaulted by a current or previous partner and 37% reported
their attacker as being a family member or friend.? Importantly, when we de-gender
violence not only does it disguise male violence against women, it also hides male violence
against men.

Gender often forms the cornerstone of our identity and it impacts on the story we hold for
ourselves as men and women and the stories that others hold for us. Violence against women
1s steeped in historical, social, political and economic inequality. When we ignore gender as
an issue it 1s akin to dismissing someone’s race, ethnicity or sexuality and the context these
give to someone’s life experiences; Gender matters.

'United Nations Population Fund 2005 State of World Population 2005 Chapter 7

* VicHealth. 2004 The health costs of violence: Measuring the burden of disease caused by intimate partner violence. Mel-
bourne: Victorian Health Promotion Foundation.

*United Nations Population Fund 2005 State of World Population 2005 Chapter 7

* Worcester,N., 2002 Women's Use of Force: Complexities and Challenges of Taking the Issue Seriously Violence Against
Women, Vol.8 No.11, November 2002.

3Access Economics 2004 Part 1 pg.16

¢ Australian Bureau of Statistic Australian Social Trends 2007

7 Australian Bureau of Statistics Australian Social Trends 2007

¥ Australian Bureau of Statistics Personal Safety Survey 2005 pg.21

° Australian Bureau of Statistics Personal Safety Survey 2005 pg.21
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Great 2010 Wheelbarrow Race

Late last October, Mareeba awoke to the horrific news that one of its own, Kelly Morris, had
been murdered. Her mother, Pauline Austin, was in a critical condition and later died.
Pauline’s ex partner, Wayne Brennan, was soon charged with their murders. It was a
senseless tragedy that rocked a community and brought pain to those left behind.

This year from May 14-16 Pauline’s sister Robyn will be competing in the Tablelands annual
Wheelbarrow Race as a solo competitor to raise awareness, and funds, for Domestic Violence.

She has elected to raise money for Cairns Regional Domestic Violence Service and the
Tablelands Women’s Centre. She hopes that her efforts will enable these services to provide
shelter and safety for victims and to hopefully make a positive change in their lives. Robyn
believes that by raising awareness of Domestic Violence then hopefully as a community we
can reduce the likelihood of such a tragedy happening to another family.

The Wheelbarrow Race 1s a gruelling 149km race from Mareeba to Chillagoe in which
competitors push a wheelbarrow the entire distance. First held in 2004, the event raises
money for various charities. Most people compete in teams but a brave few will do the whole
distance by themselves. Robyn is one of these few.

I am sure you will agree this is a worthy cause and we hope that you will support Robyn in
her endeavour. Donations may be made out to Cairns Regional Domestic Violence Service —
Wheelbarrow Race and forwarded to:

Sherri Soncin & Teresa Whiteing, Donation Coordinators, PO Box 1818, Mareeba QLD 4880.
Or for further information please call 07 40927536.

DV Month Schedule
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Date Event Location
5th May Remembrance Day Ceremony Mondo Café Bar and Grill, Hilton Hotel, Cairns
5.30—6.30
7th May WuChopperen Family Fun Day =~ WuChopperen Health Service, Moignard Street,
Manunda
14th May D & FV Prevention Month Hilton Hotel, 34 Esplanade, Cairns

Breakfast 7am (Tickets available ring Jan on 4033 6100)

14th-16th May Great Wheelbarrow Race — Mareeba to Chillago
A Runner for DV Awareness

26th May Cairns Community Legal Centre Living Waters Conference Centre, Cnr Florence and

DV: What is it? Who is covered? Waters St, Cairns
Court Orders
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Candle Lighting Ceremony

Take a moment to remember those who have paid the
ultimate price

Domestic and Family Violence Prevention Month
Remembrance Day Candle Lighting Ceremony
5.30pm — 6.30pm 5th May 2010
Mondo Café Bar and Girill, Cairns

All welcome

Join with us as we take time out to remember those who have lost their lives, and those who have lost loved ones
to this insidious crime.

Domestic and Family Violence takes a devastating toll on the Queensland Community. It effects each and
everyone of us but none so more as those who have paid the ultimate price.

May 5th at 5.30 pm candles will be simultaneously lit across the state as we remember those lost and we stand
up as a community against this senseless waste.

i A
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Education and Training

ommunication and i Offers free training in
Alternative Coping . Responding to D&FV
. Effects of D&FV on children

CACTUS is a skills-based group therapy 4 e D&FV legislation and court support
program for women who have developed . Healthy Relationships

Techniques Under Stress

aggressive behaviours and unhelpful coping

patterns after surviving an abusive intimate i
For more information contact
Bernadette on 07 4033 6100

or commed@dvcairns.org

relationship.

To register your interest or if you require further
information, please contact Sandi on 40336100
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On the Road Again

I ran away from him in Brisbane,
Jumped a bus to Bowen,
Little did I know,
That soon he’d be following
When the bit of money I had ran out,
I got on the road to hitch to Innisfail,
Stony broke, was I,
But there was no other way out.
To think that he drove from Brisbane to Innisfail,
On highway number one,
Truly astounded me,
I thought that maybe he did love me after all.
But no.
His ulterior motive was to bash me again,
That was his pathetic idea of fun.
From then on,
My dream-bubble was cursed,
Time and time again,
I suffered continually,
From his sick and painfully violent outbursts.
Has he a ‘good’ side?
I wouldn’t know.

I do know that I've experienced his worst.

Coralee Cassidy
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Domestic Violence Police Liaison Oflicer

Hello Everyone

My name is Sergeant Larissa Flood and | am the Cairns District Domestic Violence Liaison
Officer. My district is mainly from Gordonvale out to Kowanyama up to the tip of the Cape and
back down with everything in between.

My job is to co-ordinate the 20 stations | have in my district with policing strategies and monitor
the effectiveness of those that are in place. | provide direction, guidance and advice to police
and members of the community on issues relating to DV. | also liaise with community and other
government agencies to develop referral networks and preventative strategies for dealing with
DV. | assist the Regional and District Training Coordinators in developing and conducting
programs relating to legislation, policy, procedures, orders and social understanding; And, | liaise
with Police Prosecutors and legal entities in ensuring consistent and appropriate standards and
responses are maintained.

Each of the stations has a Station Domestic Violence Liaison Officer. These people are your first
point of contact should you need any information or advice in relation to DV. If they are not
available, any Police Officer should be able to help you as they have all had training and
experience.

Police have an obligation and have the powers to investigate a domestic violence matter. So
whether you live in a remote community or in the city, Police are there to help you. If you or
anyone you know is experiencing domestic and family violence please call Police
Communications on 4030 7000 or if it is a life threatening emergency call 000.

It is a sad and unfortunate fact that many people experience domestic violence in the Cairns
District. Some of the Cape communities have it that little bit harder as they are in remote
locations and usually have a small close knit community where everyone knows everyone and
everything about them. Some communities also do not have specific DV services or shelters for
women and children to go to as a place of safety. Police Officers are committed to helping all
those involved in DV and will often have meetings with government and non government
agencies to develop or manage strategies. They may also have projects or initiatives in place to
try and continue the good relationships between police and the community.

| also have my hand in many projects around the district such as White
Ribbon, Violence No Way, Kids Living Safer Lives and | try to help out
with anything that promotes peace and non violence.

The Cairns Police District is committed to reducing Domestic Violence O o
by working in partnership with and supporting the work of all community
and government domestic violence agencies.

Larissa




CRDVS Newsletter Issue No. 11 April 2010 Page 7

Mental Health Domestice Violence Liaison

This position has been created as part of the Cairns Regional Domestic Violence Service. My
role as the Domestic Violence and Mental Health Liaison officer (DVMHL) seeks to bridge
the gap between specialist Domestic and Family Violence (D&FV) services, refuges and
homeless services, and Cairns Mental Health Service. This is to ensure that victims of
D&FV with a mental health issue are appropriately supported and assisted to break the
cycle of violence in which they live.

Victims of D&FV who are experiencing mental health issues are in a particularly vulnerable
position as their needs are complex. Numerous reports have highlighted the barriers to
accessing safe and secure accommodation for victims escaping D&FV with mental health
issues, leaving victims vulnerable to further incidence of violent crime.! In addition, our
work with homeless service providers in Cairns also shows that victims of D&FV with
mental health illness can be discriminated against when it comes to finding other stable
accommodation, including private rentals. Victims often, therefore, have no choice but to
remain in a violent relationship to enable them to have ‘a roof over their heads’.

In addition to the problem of finding safe accommodation, victims of D&FV suffering from
mental illness report that the D&FV is not always recognised by mental health professionals
or police officers attending an incident. The perpetrator of violence will often use tactics
such as undermining the victim’s disclosure by telling police officers that “you can’t believe
her — she’s got mental health problems” or she cannot go to a refuge with the police because
the perpetrator is the victim’s ‘carer’. In addition, if the D&FYV is identified, victims may not
always be appropriately referred to specialist services for early intervention and prevention
of further occurrence of violence.

My main aim is to work towards providing a point of contact with all key stakeholders in the
Cairns area, mapping referral pathways, identifying alternative accommodation and support
options, and drawing up referral protocols for victims of D&FV suffering from mental health
issues. In addition, to provide D&FV counselling on an outreach basis to clients identified
by Community Mental Health as victims of D&FV to ensure appropriate and timely support
1s provided. A further part of the project will include the identification and delivery of
appropriate cross-organisational training for all key stakeholders in the Cairns region and
two information booklets: one aimed at victims of D&FV suffering from mental health
issues; and one designed for workers in the human services sector and for police officers.

The benefits of this holistic project will be an increase in the support options for victims of
D&FV with mental health issues, increased awareness of D&FV and mental health issues
within the community and the potential for early intervention and prevention of repeat
occurrences of D&FV.

Gillian
MHDV Liaison Officer

L For instance see NSW Ombudsman (2004) Assisting Homeless People: Final Report arising from an Inquiry into access to, and exiting
from, the Supported Assistance Accommodation Program, Cameron, Jill and Associates, Janet Payton (2004) Repot on Exclusion Practice
in SAAP: Identitfication of the Mental Health, Alcohol and Other Drugs Issues impacting on current practice in SAAP Services ; Upham, L
(2001) for the SAAP CAP Ministerial Advisory Arrangement Opening the Debate: Exploring ‘Exclusion’ in Queensland SAAP/ CAP Ser-
vices.
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Cairns Regional Domestic Violence Service

Services We Provide

Cairns Regional Domestic Violence Service
provides confidential and free services for
family members suffering from domestic
violence. There are many issues that you
can discuss with our staff members such

as:

Information about your rights and the rights
of your children

Steps that may help you to protect yourself

One member of our team is a Child Counsellor, who can provide face
to face counselling for children and young people aged 4 to 16 years
who are affected by domestic violence.

We can also provide information about programs for perpetrators of
domestic violence.

Our service regularly conducts and participates in workshops,
seminars, conferences, lectures and training sessions in Cairns and
surrounding areas. If you are not sure that we can help with your
needs, then please telephone on (07) 4033 6100 and ask us.

from further domestic violence

® Information and assistance in making an
application for a Domestic Violence
Protection Order

® Support services that are available through
our organisation, including Court support

e Counselling for you or your children to
overcome the effects of domestic violence

(g
N3, Fax: (07) 4033 5863

Our Domestic Violence Workers can also refer

. . : Room 19
you to other support services for financial
assistance, crisis accommodation, relationship 600 Bruce
. . . Highway
counselling, legal advice on matters of family
law, parenting education and many other issues. Woree 4868
(Behind Calanna
Pharmacy)

Telephone Contact Numbers

If you’re in immediate
danger call the POLICE

If you want to access safe 000
accommodation (refuge for women
and children who are in danger), or
you need help and support dealing
with a violent relationship you can call
dvconnect, the Queensland 24hr
domestic and family violence
telephone service on:

Cairns Police 4030 7000

Lifeline Telephone Counselling
1311 14

Alternatives to Violence
A 12 week education course for men
4050 4955

Go Forward For Men
A service for men to help men overcome
domestic and family violence behaviours
1300 364 277
dvconnect Men’s Information Line
1800 600 636

1800 811 811

Websites with information about domestic and family violence

www.noviolence.com.au www.dvirc.org.au

www.austdvclearinghouse.unsw.edu.au www.ofw.facs.gov.au

>
Ng Phone: (07) 4033 6100

We're open Mon-Fri 9am - 5pm

Email: office@dvcairns.org

< CRDVS, PO Box 12103, Cairns 4870

We’re on the Web

www.dvcairns.org

Would you like to subscribe to
receive forthcoming issues of the
CRDVS newsletter?

Have you an interesting article about
domestic or family violence you'd like
to contribute to the next issue of this
newsletter?

Please let us know by contacting
Bernadette at CRDVS — Tel: (07)
40336100

www.communities.qld.gov.au/violenceprevention www.ntv.net.au

Look out for the
next issue in

Oct 2010

CRDVS is funded by the Department of Communities, Queensland.



